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Labor Reform 


Deep within the American labor 
movement is a new heart-search- 
ing among labor leaders. They are 
asking themselves how they may 
win more public confidence for 
labor’s cause from the people of 
America who during the past 
twelve months have felt themselves 
unfairly buffeted by strikes, Pub- 
licity experts attached to the large 
unions are frankly admitting that 
the unions have failed to make the 
public realize that the cause of 
organized labor is inseparanle from 
the welfare of the unorganized 
working population of America. 

Reports from high councils in 
the labor unions indicate a new 
facing of some of the indefensible 
practices of many of the unions. 
It is being admitted that, if or- 
ganized labor does not correct some 
of its own errors, crippling legis- 
lation will yet be enacted which 
will enforce reforms. “The make- 
work practices, slow-downs, feath- 
erbedding and other anti - public 
welfare weapons that labor has 
used must go,” said one of Amer- 
ica’s most conscientious labor lead- 
ers recently at a caucus of his own 
union, 

The Democrat administration, in 
order to hold labor’s votes, has 
recently been blocking corrective 
tabor legislation, Forecasts by la- 
bor leaders point out that public 
sentiment has not supported the 
administration in this and that 
when Democrat leaders become 
fully aware of their failure to fol- 
low public sentiment, anti - labor 
legislation will quickly become a 
reality. It will be fortunate for the 
future of America if labor reforms 
come voluntarily from within the 
unions. There are strong possibili- 
ties at present tnat this may be so. 


Report on Monopoly 


War destroys true free enter- 
prise and capitalism and promotes 
monopoly, reports a Senate Com- 
mittee on Smaller War Plants 
which has been investigating the 
problems of small business, World 
War I started big industries on 
their monopolistic path and World 
War II greatly accelerated and in- 
creased the trend. The Committee, 
headed by Democratic congress- 
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NE OF THE MOST REVEALING INDICATIONS of man’s 

inability to save himself, except where his actions are transformed 

by Christian motives, is the fact that there is scarcely a place in the 

world where the UN relief and rehabilitation work has not been 
admittedly prostituted for political ends. 

In Greece, it is an open fact that the British used UNRRA to feed 
the conservative Greek elements and starve out the socialists and 
communists, Russia has done the same in reverse throughout the 
Balkans and in Poland. And no more heartless or despicable gang- 
sterism can be imagined than has been practiced in high Chinese 
circles under the very nose of Chiang Kai-shek in the misuse of relief 
funds and supplies. Pilfering, graft, theft and resale at exorbitant 
profits abound. And above all, the supplies are used only where they 
strengthen the nationalist position. 

The bright spot in world reconstruction is the work being done 
by the churches. Here a channel of golden love flows throughout the 
earth, Christian churches in America have raised money which is go- 
ing in humility and love to the starving,—irrespective of politics, 
religion or race. The greatest cynic on earth could not examine the 
records of this task of relief without witnessing an overwhelming 


revelation of the transforming power of Christian love as it moves 
through the actions of men. 


X-Ray and Forecast 

A BOMBINGS UNNECESSARY. Some months ago any- 

one who dared to suggest that the atomic bombs which were 
dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki were unnecessary and in the long 
run did more damage to America than to Japan, was smeared as un- 
patriotic and seditious. However, Between The Lines took this un- 
comfortable position immediately after the bombing of the Japanese 
cities and did so because we found that the leading atom scientists felt 
the same way, but had been kept under such stern censorship by the 
government that they had hardly dared utter their opinions. 

But now the United States Strategic Bombing Survey, in its report 
on Japan, issued recently, flatly stated that the atomic bombs did not 
win the war as has been popularly claimed by those who have in some 
perverted manner found glory in the massacre of women and children 

. a viewpoint which has never characterized America’s attitudes or 
even military activities in the past. The atomic bombs, Russia’s in- 
vasion of Manchuria and even the threatened invasion of Japan’s 
homeland by our own forces were useful in creating the necessity 
for the surrender, but were not essential factors, the report stated. 

American air attacks had destroyed Japan’s capacity to produce 
war materials; had completely destroyed Japan’s Navy, had utterly 
destroyed Japan’s system of transportation; armies that were scattered 
throughout Asia were not able to receive supplies. In other words, 
Japan’s capacity to make war had ended before Japan’s homeland was 
invaded and before the atomic bombs were used. 

In explaining that the invasion of Japan’s homeland would not 
have been necessary, the survey stated that a time lapse before surren- 
der was to have been expected—as in any war,—but that powerful 
American fleets already maintaining a stranglehold on Japan could 
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Exodus 


One of the greatest dangers to 
our democracy today is the fact 
that we are losing the leadership 
of able and conscientious men in 
Washington because of the low 
standards of political morality 
which unfortunately characterize 
our present decade, Scores of 
promising young men of outstand- 
ing ability, who have been battling 
away in Washington during the 
past few years to make a better 
world, are leaving government ser- 
vice. With the war’s end and Wash- 
ington’s return to politics as usual, 
hundreds of these young men are 
giving up the thought of public ser- 
vice and are turning to the greater 
financial opportunities which busi- 
ness careers offer them. 


Germ War 


We are indebted to Hanson Bald- 
win, military writer for the New 
York Times, for a clear analysis 
of what is developing in the field 
of germ warfare. It is well known 
that the War Department has 
wanted this business of germ war- 
fare kept quiet, but Mr. Baldwin 
has shown courage and desire to 
serve the people rather than the 
militarists in his report, as he nas 
also done previously. 

Mr. Baldwin reveals ins 
known fact that warfare by dis- 
ease germ is rapidly becoming 
more devastating in its potentiali- 
ties than atomic warfare, Use can 
be made of a variety of dreadful 
methods: botulism, a form of food 
poisoning; psittacosis, ‘‘parrot dis- 
ease”; tularemia, “rabbit fever’; 
plague; anthrax; foot-and-mouth 
disease; pneumonia, meningitis, ty- 
phoid, influenza, etc. Not only man, 
but animals, crops and even the 
air can be subjected to germ at- 
tack. 

Two types of germ attack are 
possible, says Mr, Baldwin — “an 
attack by attrition: that is, ex- 
tended epidemics, initiated in the 
heart of an enemy country per- 
haps prior to the start of war, and 
swift, sudden attacks with lethal 
organisms accompanying perhaps 
mass bombing assaults... . 

“Defensive measures against such 
insidious assaults are difficult and 
must be widespread, Even during 
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Report on Monopoly 
(continued) 


man from Texas, Maury Maverick, 
reports that: 

“During both World Wars the 
relative importance of Big Busi- 
ness rose sharply. War contracts 
were issued predominantly to the 
large concerns, They accumulated 
huge profits and controlled the des- 
tinies of great numbers of work- 
ers.” 

Thirty-five or forty years ago, 15 
per cent of Americ n workers were 
employed by large firms; in 1918, 
26 per cent, At the beginning of 
the Second World War, “firms 
with 1,000 or more employees had 
30 per cent of the total employ- 
ment in all trade and industry, 
and 36 per cent of the total pay 
roll. By 1943 these figures had 
risen to 44 and 53 per cent. It is 
clear that during the war these 
large companies have come to 
dominate, not only manufacturing, 
but the entire American economy,” 
states the Senate Committee’s re- 
port. 

“Companies obtaining prime con- 
tracts secured thereby the instru- 
ments of economic power, They 
obtained materials and supplies, 
since they were granted priorities 
and allotments. Further than this, 
they were granted the power of 
determining how much of these 
priorities and allotments should 
be passed down to subcontractors, 
who the subcontractors should be, 
and how much each should receive. 
In addition, a prime contract gen- 
erally gave the company a right 
to expand its facilities under ex- 
tremely favorable tax conditions, 
and an option to buy government- 
built plants after the war, 

“These are but a few of the in- 
struments of power inherent in tne 
prime contracts. There were many 
others, including the scientific and 
tecnnical research conducted at 
government expense in the labora- 
tories and plants of these com- 
panies.” 

According to the report, at least 
two-thirds of all prime contracts 
went to the top 100 corporations, 
and these corporations, for the 
most part, instead of parceling out 
subcontracts to small firms, kept 
most of the work themselves or 
gave some to other large concerns. 

“A large number of small urms 
never obtained any subcontracts 
whatsoever. Yet success in obtain- 
ing subcontracts also had its dis- 
advantages, By becoming subcon- 
tractors, many small firms lost 
their status as independent enter- 
prises. It remains to be seen 
whether they can regain their in- 
dependence.” 

The Committee cited the develop- 
ment of atomic power as an in- 
stance of concentrated industrial 
power. The government built three 
atom bomb plants at a cost of 
$1,300,000,000. These three plants 
were operated by Union Carbide & 
Carbon Corporation, Eastman Ko- 
dak, and du Pont, all large firms. 
Most of the equipment for the 
plants was built by large corpora- 
tions, such as Westinghouse and 
General Electric. These concerns 
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X-Ray and Forecast (.o::i21e1) 


have tightened that grip day by day until a surrender had come. 
It would have taken longer, but the surrender would have come. There 
was apparently no disagreement among the officers and citizens on the 
survey in this matter. 

Those, some of them in high places, who still acclaim atomic 
slaughter of women and children did not like the survey’s report, so 
it was quietly set aside after brief reports in.press and radio. But the 
tremendous moral implications of that survey will make an ever in- 
creasing mark on the thought and opinions of history. 

Look at the record of the American fighting man and you will 
see that, if he had been given the choice, he would have much preferred 
to have concluded the war with honor in the dwindling action of the 
field of battle than have had it concluded for him behind the lines by 
the most shocking wholesale slaughter of women and children in 
history. 

There was that day in the American Civil War when the Con- 
federate troops and the Union forces were fighting across a little valley 
where stood a farm house. After a long day of shooting over and 
around that farm house, faces were suddenly seen at one of the win- 
dows. Both armies ceased firing and sent cavalrymen to investigate. 
In a few moments, a little group of women and children moved out 
from the farm house across the little valley, escorted by cavalrymen 
from both sides while thousands of soldiers cheered. 

The bomb at Hiroshima killed sixty thousand civilians—mostly 
women, children and aged folks. The bomb at Nagasaki killed thirty 
thousand or more. Tens of thousands more were wounded, many 
horribly and permanently, And the stark fact is that such carnage was 
not necessary. The war could have been won without the terrible 
destruction. We can become angry at these words and try to dodge 
the issue, but history will not. 


ATOM CONTROL. As the issue draws toward settlement con- 

cerning the control of atomic power within the United States 
government, it seems that the most reasonable solution is to accept the 
principle of some military representation on the board of atomic 
control. Most church organizations have been active in supporting 
the principle of no military representation on the control board, be- 
lieving that any such military participation would mean a military 
dictatorship in the case of any threat to the country’s safety, whether 
that threat was real or instigated by propaganda,—as often has been 
the case in our country’s recent history. However, most of America’s 
public, including our religious groups, are accepting the threat of war 
with Russia as real and are realizing that a future war will be an 
atomic war. If we are to accept the latter premise—that atomic war 
with Russia is inevitable-—does it not seem inconsistent to bar from 
participation in defensive powers the very men to whom we shall turn 
for defense? 

While the Christian lay mind remains opposed to war in prin- 
ciple and fact, if we are to accept war at all, we must accept the 
elements of which war is made. 


HIRD WAR? On June 24, Between The Lines issued a long 

report concerning the growing threat of war with Russia as it ex- 
ists behind the scenes in our government and military circles. We 
stated that, while many informed and intelligent American people 
believe war with Russia to be insane and totally unnecessary, yet be- 
hind the scenes in military and political circles in Washington and 
throughout our government, war with Russia is being spoken of as 
inevitable, and by many as if it were to be desired. Our realistic 
report on this matter shocked some of our readers and seemed almost 
incredible to others. 

We should like to call your attention to the fact that already 
some of the things we spoke of in that report have sprung into the 
open. A new flood of articles and books appearing in public print, 
playing up by both direct and indirect implication the inevitability of 
war with Russia, contain that deep undertone of desirability. 

A good example of this is the case where William Bullitt, a man 
closely connected with large business interests, recently wrote a book 
on America’s relationship to the Soviet which is being widely read. 
Bullitt, a long time favorite of Wall Street and Washington’s highest 
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Germ War 


(continued) 
the past war the threat was con- 
sidered serious enough to guard the 
nation’s supplies of water, food 
and milk. Bacteriological—or, as 
it is now officially called, biological 
—warfare, must, therefore be con- 
sidered a dangerous supplementary 
form of war. It is an instrument 
of war which—like missiles and 
the atomic bomb—strengthens the 
offense and weakens the defense.” 

Mr. Baldwin points out that tne 
legality ofebacteria war is open to 
question. “‘A protocol to the Ge- 
neva Arms Convention of 1925, 
which the United States signed but 
the Senate never ratified, prohib- 
ited bacteriological warfare, and 
forty-one nations including Soviet 
Russia, but not the United States, 
are now bound by its terms, 

“In addition to this legal and 
moral barrier,” the Times writer 
states, “many scientists believed 
until recently that bacteriological 
warfare was ineffective and over- 
rated. However, wartime experi- 
ments in this and other countries 
—the detailed results of which still 
are closely guarded—indicate clear- 
ly that the war of disease is prac- 
ticable, though difficult to control.” 


Report on Monopoly 
(continued) 
have the advantage of all other 
firms as to scientific knowledge 
and production methods in the 
adaptation of atomic power to 
peace-time uses, 

The report is concerned with the 
future: “What will be the effect of 
this wartime concentration upon 
the peace-time economy?” it asks. 
“The 63 largest manufacturing 
corporations increased their net 
working capital during the war to 
nearly $10,000,000,000. With this 
highly liquid capital they can in- 
crease their power in a multitude 
of ways. 

“They can launch sales and ad- 
vertising campaigns on a scale 
never before contemplated. They 
can expand sales outlets, sources 
of materials and products, They 
could purchase all the usable gov- 
ernment-owned facilities at their 
option price. They could purchase 
the assets of 71,700 smaller manu- 
facturing corporations, 94 per cent 
of the total number in the United 
States. . Tne fact that Big 
Business is now actively engaged 
in buying up smaller companies 
suggests that it will foll-w other 
courses of action designed to in- 
crease its economic power.” 

The remedy for this ‘super- 
monopoly,” the report suggests, 
requires “an ant’-trust program, 
a small-business program (includ- 
ing financial aid), and a surplus 
property disposal program to as- 
sist small business on a scale never 
before contemplated.” 


Tobacco 
(Part Two of a Two Part Article) 

The tobacco monopolies, to push 
the sale of their products, have 
used tremendous influence to pre- 
vent the public from knowing the 
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Tobacco 
(continued) 

truth about the relationship of to- 
bacco and health. Between The 
Lines makes no attempt to cen- 
sure smoking. Many sincere Chris- 
tians use tobacco; others just as 
sincere condemn its use. The in- 
dividual conscience must decide 
for itself. However, important 
facts known to meaical authorities 
concerning the harmful effects of 
smoking have been xept out of the 
usual news channels by the pres- 
sure of tobacco advertising dol- 
lars, The Federal Trade Commis- 
sion has had to take legal action 
against many tobacco companies 
for making fraudulent claims and 
for presenting false or worthless 
testimonials, 

Respected public figures—Thom- 
as A. Edison, Dr, William J. Mayo, 
Jack Dempsey, Gene Tunney, Pro- 
fessor Raymond Pearl of Johns 
Hopkins University—have_ de- 
nounced the use of tobacco and 
have declared such use harmful 
to the human system. A report by 
one of America’s leading physi- 
cians, Daniel H, Kress, which 
quotes several authorities, pre- 
sents overwhelming evidence of 
the poisonous substances contain- 
ed in tobacco smoke and their ef- 
fects on heart action, muscle 
strength, mental ability, blood 
pressure, the digestive organs and 
the lungs. 


Protest 


If you have been impressed with 
the many cigarette testimonials, 
you might be interested in read- 
ing one letter from a famous medi- 
cal man which will never be given 
publicity if the tobacco companies 
can help it. Dr. Kress presents a 
letter written to a great tobacco 
company by Dr. William G. Len- 
nox of Harvard. Dr. Lennox said: 

“I suspect that even you may 
be getting tired of the statement 
endlessly repeated through papers, 
billboards, and radios, that 20,679 
physicians say that your brand of 
tobacco is not so irritating as 
other tobaccos. Just for the sake 
of variety you may welcome the 
opinion of one of the 140,000 phy- 
sicians of North America who did 
not join in the statement, 

“The object of your propaganda, 
I take it, is twofold. First, you 
aim greatly to increase the smok- 
ing of cigarettes. The consump- 
tion of cigarettes in the United 
States is now at the rate of one 
hundred twenty-five billions a year. 
This is an average of more than 
three a day for each person—man, 
woman, child, and infant—in the 
United States. You think this is 
not enough. Second, you aim to 
plant in the popular mind the idea 
that smoking your cigarettes is 
not injurious, but is of positive 
physical benefit. ‘It helps a man 
to keep physically fit.’ ‘When peo- 
ple ask me how I keep in physical 
trim, my answer is, “I just smoke 
——’’.’ ‘Men keep healthy and fit; 
women retain their trim figures.’ 
‘It is good to smoke . If one 
would be famous, successful, good- 
looking, heroic, healthy, apparently 
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Research psychologists are reporting that they have found attendance 
at church more restoring and refreshing to the nerves, mind and health of 
the average individual than golf, fishing, games and many other forms of 
recreation. We can exercise and be out of doors all day and still carry 
around within us distraught nerves and frayed emotions because we have 
not found the peace and satisfaction in living which God alone can give. 
Families which go to church are happy families. The peace and inspiration 
of divine worship can miraculously put the mind and soul in order. For 
recreation to re-create,—it must be spiritual. Golf, fishing and games 
are good,—but not good enough if worship is left out. If worship has 
had its place, then physical recreation is at its best and becomes a part of 
re-creating our bodies, our minds and our spirits. 





X-Ray and Forecast (continued) 


financial circles, gives authenticity to his »ook by citing his tormer 
pro-Soviet attitudes. None the less, the overwhelming implications of 
his book are that war will come with Russia and that we should use 
the atomic bomb on the Russians before it is too late. 

Further announcements of more extensive North Polar maneuvers 
and the open publicity concerning the establishment of Arctic military 
bases, which have no other purpose than war with Russia, have also 
been made within the past few weeks. 

It is interesting to learn that the day that General Eisenhower 
stated publicly that the folks who talk about war with Russia are crazy, 
the General was in Washington for a conference with other military 
leaders concerning Arctic maneuvers! 

Big business throughout the western world is frightened by Rus- 
sia’s expanding influence upon the great populous areas of the earth 
that surround the Soviet domain. Those areas in the past have been 
great markets of trade for capitalistic expansion. Big business wil! not 
admit that it wants a war with Russia, but is saying under its breath 
through every channel of important business intercourse that war with 
Russia is coming and we must be prepared to win it in a hurry. 

Also every possible Roman Catholic resource is being used to the 
utmost to promote a war-like attitude on the part of the American 
people toward Russia. Anyone familiar with Catholic literature and 
pronouncements knows that instances of this nature are too numerous 
to need mention. 

That such a war will destroy capitalism and democracy as we have 
known them in the west seems never to enter the minds of those who 
are promoting this war psychology against the Soviet. Yet hardly a 
historian lives today who does not forecast such a conclusion to such 
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Tobacco 


(continued) 


one need only reach for a smoke 
instead of food. 

“These ridiculous testimonials 
you put in the mouths of such 
prominent persons or  hard-up 
heroes ag are willing to sell their 
names for some of the ten mil- 
lions of dollars which you have 
to dispense in this campaign. I 
am not interested in this needy 
group. It more nearly concerns me 
that by means of a substantial 
gift of cigarettes you have in- 
duced a certain proportion of phy- 
sicians of the country to sign the 
statement first quoted. This state- 
ment, implying as it does that 
even your cigarettes are irritat- 
ing, adds nothing to your propa- 
ganda other than the superficial 
linking of the idea,—‘physicians’ 
and ‘cigarettes.’ If you were not 
afraid of facts, you would inquire 
of American physicians how many 
had advised their patients to be- 
gin smoking or to increase their 
daily consumption of tobacco, 
whether the tobacco used was 
toasted or untoasted, Every physi- 
cian knows that when unlimited 
smoking has any physical effect, 
such effect is harmful. Such harm 
is accentuated in young women, 
who are the special object of your 
dance-and-billboard attack. 

“No number of good-looking 
women on billboards or any 
amount of lively dance music can, 
however, blur the fact that cig- 
arettes contain a poisonous drug. 
The following statement from the 
Journal of the American Medical 
Association, issue of June 22, 
1929, page 2125, far outweighs 
any impression you would seek to 
gain through your mention of 20,- 
679 physicians: ‘Nicotine is to be 
accepted as a highly toxic chemi- 
cal. One gram (half drop) is the 
approximate lethal dose for man, 
—its action is swift, and death 
occurs after large doses within a 
few minutes.’ 

“To imply that the unlimited 
use of a product containing this 
poison ‘is good,’ is not so good. In 
fact, companies which are so 
young in understanding that they 
don’t know the difference in their 
advertising between a truth and a 
falsehood, should be gently led by 
the arm of the law. Senator 
Smoot’s bill before the Senate 
stipulating that cigarettes, like 
patent medicines, be put under the 
Pure Food and Drug Act in order 
to curb such reckless statements 
as your company has been mak- 
ing, will be aproved by all truth- 
respecting persons, 

“Let me suggest that an im- 
portant item on your balance 
sheet is your ‘good will.’ If you 
were to spend ten million dollars 
and in the process change this 
from ‘good will’ to ‘bad will,’ the 
result for your stockholders would 
be distressing. Let me remind you 
also that while your present af- 
fairs are highly prosperous (with 
a net income last year of $25,000,- 
000), there have been in the past 
other prosperous companies dis- 
pensing a product which in large 
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Tobacco 

(continued ) 
amounts was not a benefit to the 
physical life of the people. They 
also broke down ‘sales resistance’ 
by every possible means. But, 
alas, their balance sheets have be- 
come a thing to make presidents 
and stockholders weep. 

“The opinions which, as a physi- 
cian, I have expressed have been 
more or less general and imper- 
sonal. There is, however, a per- 
sonal matter which far outweighs 
these in importance. I have two 
adolescent daughters who do not, 
as yet, smoke, You are directly 
contradicting my statements to 
them concerning the physical and 
social effects of cigarette smoking. 
You are endeavoring, by every 
means in your power, to break 
down my authority with them, 
and to induce them to smoke, I 
thoroughly resent this, and if I 
am not mistaken, there are many 
thousands of parents who feel as 
I do, and who are about ready to 
stand up and say so.” 

Dr. Kress’ comments on this 
letter are revealing. He says: 

“The question arises, Why are 
the tobacco men stressing the 
‘healthful’ side of cigarettes so 
much? Why are they saying such 
things as, ‘You can smoke all you 
want of - - without feeling 
it.’ ‘There isn’t a cough in a Car- 
load.” ‘The ——— cigarette 
doesn’t make your nerves jumpy.’ 
‘—_———s do not affect your 
throat’? 

“Simply because they know that 
cigarettes do make the nerves 
jumpy, they do give a raw throat, 
they do make that cough, and that 
they cannot be smoked without 
the smoker's feeling it. In other 
words, the tobacco trust is trying 
to offset the indictments against 
tobacco by merely affirming that 
they are not so. The thief always 
says he has never stolen, the iiar 
always says he tells the truth. 
Culprits always affirm the oppo- 
site of the crime of which they 
are really guilty. Medical science 
and knowledge is against tobacco, 
and no one knows it any better 
than the cigarette manufacturers 
themselves. That’s the reason they 
are so lavish with their millions 
in making denials. [Their] trade 
depends upon deception.” 


Federal Control 

When the Federal Food and 
Drug Act was passed to protect 
the public from _ unscrupulous 
manufacturers of harmful prod- 
ucts, the tobacco trusts used their 
power to exclude tobacco from 
this law. Dr. Kress advocates that 
the law be amended so that the 
monopolistic power of the tobacco 
interests to deceive the American 
public be broken. 

“Our legislation for the control 
of foods and drugs should be so 
revised as to regulate the sale of 
tobacco,” states Dr. Kress. “Why 
should we allow the tobacco com- 
panies to get by with such an 
atrocious campaign of misrepre- 
sentation as they have put on in 
recent years? They seek to make 
the public believe that tobacco is 


(continued in third column) 


X-Ray and Forecast (Continued) 


a world-engulfing conflict as this war would mean. We believe the 
task for the Christian mind is to force this issue out into the open, tear 
away from it sham and deception and make our friends and neighbors 
and our world see that such a war is totally unnecessary. We can win 
the millions of oppressed people of the earth away from Russia’s 
leadership by giving them the fruits of democracy and abundance that 
our selfishness has so far denied them; by removing the racial preju- 
dices that Russia so ably has played upon to outmaneuver us in our 
relationship with the great peoples of color; and by correcting other 
great injustices that we have had a major part in creating and which 
make up the very issues over which such a wat would be fought. 

In other words, by making democracy real to the millions of 
people for whom it has been only a name, by making capitalism, re- 
deemed by a new consciousness of sharing, a symbol of economic 
justice for all instead of the right of exploitation of the many by the 
powerful few—which has unfortunately been the record of capitalism 
in far too much of the world,—we would be able to isolate Russia in 
her own half-starved, oppressed world of tyranny. 

And remember, Russia has been much more in a state of evolu- 
tion than revolution in the past fifty years. Stalin is not the first tyrant. 
Russians have had a thousand years of tyranny. For centuries the Rus- 
sian people have been in the grip of a traditional despotism. The 
form of that tradition was finally broken by the revolution, but millions 
of people do not change overnight. The evolution of the Russian 
people will continue and can be enormously accelerated by the world 
that surrounds them if that world moves wisely, understandingly and 
in a Christian spirit. But if the selfishness and blindness that is now 
forcing its domination over much of our thought and diplomacy con- 
tinues, suspicions and distrust will grow. One warlike move will 
continue to be matched by another warlike move, and the war will 
some day come. 

But that war will not save our capitalism as the Wall Street 
forces which dominate our State Department believe. Nor will it save 
religion as the Vatican proposes. Capitalism and Christianity will be 
inundated by a century of hatred and chaos. Certainly the last ten 
years in Europe have taught us that much. 


RAFT. Do not be surprised at anything you may hear concerning 
war-time graft in Washington. Any one familiar with the situa- 
tion knows that our whole political and business life is honeycombed 
with favoritism, special privileges and skillfully manipulated graft. 
The difficulty of investigations of these matters is that politics, invol- 
ving both major parties, is so interwoven into the whole situation that 
all hands are inclined to touch it gingerly. Also, what in reality is 
straight graft has been managed with such precise care and legal 
maneuvering that most such operations appear to stand just within the 
law. But the network of evil is there and we can pray that it will some- 
day be exposed for what it is—the manipulation and in many cases the 
downright plunder of public funds by business interests and their poli- 
tical colleagues in Washington. 


Geen. Approximately a third of the population of Washington, 

D. C., both white and Negro, lives in slum districts. For many 
years congressional leaders have been urging a clean-up of the city. 
But these slums are owned by powerful real estate combines and 
wealthy landowners who have for years collected absurdly high rents 
for these dilapidated one and two story shacks. When certain con- 
gressmen began to push for a bill to clear the slums, congressional 
stooges for the realty operators called the bill “communistic,” actually 
stating that “slum clearance is a communistic movement.” Such con- 
gressional stooges are the most effective agents of communism oper- 
ating in America today. Slums, not slum clearance, breed communism. 


ETERANS’ HOUSING. Wholesale plunder of ex-service men who 

are buying homes is reported by the Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
second largest veterans’ organization in America. The VFW carried 
on a nation-wide survey through its 8,000 posts, and the national 
commander, J. M. Stack, warned ex-service men, ‘Don’t buy your 
homes now. If you do, you'll be stung. Thousands of GI’s are being 
forced to buy jerry-built homes priced at twice their actual worth, less 
than the mortgage indebtedness when values have been readjusted.” 


Tobacco 

(continued) 
more healthful than candy, cake, 
pie, ice cream, and other sweets. 
The public is entitled to know the 
truth in the matter.” 


Criminal Army 

No Christian mind can ignore 
the heart-breaking facts about 
trends in American life as pre- 
sented recently by J. Edgar Hoo- 
ver, director of the FBI. Mr. Hoo- 
ver stated that the country faces 
“a potential army of 6,000,0U0 
criminals” and an “ever-increasing 
wave of lawlessness which is feed- 
ing the criminal ranks with a 
never-ending supply of recruits.” 

“Our homes and our lives,’ he 
declared, “are daily threatened by 
this vast army. Law enforcement 
today is facing one of its most 
gigantic tasks.” 

Criminals, said Mr. Hoover, out- 
number college students ten to 
one, and he estimates that there 
are seven criminals for every 
school teacher in America, 

This tremendous increase in 
crime is due, Mr. Hoover said, to 
“a recession of moral fortitude, 
laxity*in parental control, lowered 
moral standards, social and eco- 
nomic conditions, and abuses and 
maladministration of the penal 
system... . A lack of interest in 
the fundamentals of matrimony, 
in the proper rearing of children, 
is a cause for concern and is con- 
tributing to delinquency,” stated 
the FBI chief, 


Coughlin and Nazism 

A large group of miscellaneous 
errant citizens were subjected to 
trial in Washington Federal 
courts for sedition and other 
crimes of a similar nature rela- 
tive to their unsympathetic at- 
titude toward America’s war with 
Germany and Japan. But one 
American citizen, who was more 
outspoken than all the rest and 
whose words were on record in 
widely circulated publications, was 
never brought to trial as were the 
others—the Catholic priest, Fa- 
ther Coughlin. 

The fact that Father Coughlin 
was actually a paid Nazi agent, 
and that documents proving it are 
in possession of our Department 
of Justice has become known in 
many official circles. George 
Seldes published the entire docu- 
ment from the Justice Department 
files in his weekly In Fact. 

The hitherto secret docunient 
proves that Father Coughlin ac- 
tually received money from Nazi 
agents; that he requested anti- 
Semitic literature from German 
government agents; and that he 
collaborated with a secret Fed- 
eral agent who posed as a Nazi 
agent. The former United States 
Attorney General, Francis Biddle, 
is accused of refusing to act on 
this evidence. A deal is said to 
have been made whereby Father 
Coughlin was promised immunity 
to prosecution in exchange for 
discontinuing publication of his 
Social Justice magazine, 

It is significant that the gov- 
ernment has refrained from is- 
suing any denial of these charges. 





